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**This PoS has removed the student's name and placed "--" where grades appeared in the original version.**
Ph.D. Program of Study

Department of Communication

University of Washington
Part I:  Academic Background

B.F.A., Pacific Lutheran University, Communication, 1999-2003.


B.A., Pacific Lutheran University, Environmental Studies, 1999-2003.


M.A., University of Washington, Communication, 2003-2005.

Part II:  Supervisory Committee

Chairperson



Gerry Philipsen, Professor, Communication



Ethnography of Communication, Communication and Culture

Members



John Gastil, Associate Professor, Communication



Political Deliberation, Communication in Small Groups

Leah Ceccarelli, Associate Professor, Communication
Rhetoric

Deborah Kaplan, Assistant Professor, Communication 
Social Movement Theory, Ethnography, Discourse Analysis

GSR

Pending
Part III:  Dissertation Area

In order to become certified as Fair Trade coffee producers, farmers are required to become members of “democratically-controlled” cooperatives.  This requirement suggests a series of questions: what does “democratically-controlled” mean?  How is “democratic-control” enacted?  In cooperative meetings, do participants have patterned ways of speaking (or named speech events/styles/processes)?    As a term that denotes particular group processes or values, is “democracy” intelligible to Fair Trade farmers?  Who defines what constitutes democracy?  Do farmers and certifying agencies understand democracy the same way?  Do official notions of democracy match everyday community practices?  Do certifying agencies project notions of democracy onto farmer cooperatives?  

Together these questions represent a range of ways of asking about the relationship between official requirements and everyday community practice.  Envisioning democratic-control as a communicative accomplishment (e.g., constituted of speech practices, discursively constructed in everyday speech practices, or strategically invoked as a key concept), I aim to examine notions of democracy in several Central American coffee cooperatives. Researching from an ethnographic perspective, I aim to provide an empirical account of how Central American Fair Trade communities understand, enact, and invoke notions of democratic decision-making.  Moreover, I am interested in the extent to which notions about democratic processes or values within cooperatives influence, transfer, or interact with notions about democracy related to local and national government structures.  

To explore this series of questions, I begin by following Kenneth Burke’s call to draw on all means available to aid a researcher in understanding a particular phenomenon.  For me, this involves drawing on a range of approaches to collect data and develop interpretive lens to analyze it.  As an ethnographer, I plan on drawing on participant observation of cooperative meetings, open-ended interviews with farmers, and cultural informants to (1) develop an understanding of typical communication patterns of cooperative members and (2) produce empirical materials in the form of field notes and transcripts that can be analyzed to answer my research questions.  I will also use a vignette technique to solicit responses about how both Fair Trade and conventional farmers talk about political participation and decision making by cooperatives.  Gathering and closely reading promotional materials about Fair Trade and official certification standards will provide me with a means of understanding official notions of democratic control.  This may or may not result in a rhetorical criticism of these materials or a systematic discourse analysis.  
This project will draw on and potentially contribute to the following literatures: ethnography of communication, culture and communication, democratic decision making and deliberation, development communication, organizational communication, and group communication.
Part IV:  Professional Goals

As an ethnographer of communication interested in social justice issues, I study the means and meanings of communication by participants engaged in “movements” and community projects.  Focused on participant meanings, I seek to understand the ways that individuals, groups, and communities linguistically construct and enact strategic action.  Recognizing that these local communities of practice are embedded within broader systems, I draw on rhetorical criticism and discourse analysis to understand the macro-level policy discourses, media coverage, and advocacy materials that together constitute the discursive field around these issues.  By studying social justice issues through the lens of communication theory, I aim to produce an empirical account of how communities and groups manage group dynamics, how particular communication practices may or may not provide avenues for change, and how community meanings compare to macro-level discourses.  Ideally, my scholarship can be firmly grounded in our discipline and contribute to public discussions.

After finishing my Ph.D., I hope to find a tenure-track position as a Communication professor.  My ideal position would involve both teaching and research. For me, teaching Communication classes is an opportunity to help people understand the production and reception of messages that create the worlds we live in.  Understanding these processes necessarily involves pushing students to think critically about the messages that they produce and consume.   

Teaching, as a profession, would be challenging and rewarding in its own right.  Yet I also want to conduct research.  To be an active communication scholar, I seek a position that would support, encourage, and require research.  This could be at either a research institution or a liberal arts institution that prioritizes faculty research.
Ideally, I can find a faculty position that allows me to teach and conduct research in the ethnography of communication.  Nonetheless, my communication background is broad enough to qualify me to teach classes in political communication, group communication, rhetoric, environmental communication, interpersonal communication, or social movement theory.  My program of study is designed to enable me to position myself in a variety of ways when I go on the job market.  
Part V:  Coursework List by Requirement Area

A. Core Courses (required)- Completed as a Master’s Student
	Number
	Course Title
	Instructor
	Qtr / Yr
	Credits

	COM500
	Communication Theory Development
	Moy
	AUT04
	5

	COM501
	Methods of Inquiry
	Manusov
	WIN05
	5


B. Methods Course (two required beyond COM501)

	Number
	Course Title
	Instructor
	Qtr / Yr
	Credits

	COM527
	International Research Methods
	Rivenburg
	SPR06
	5

	ANTH560
	Discourse and Culture
	Bilanik
	WIN06
	5


C. Research Experience (5 credits of COM 591 or COM 592)

	Number
	Course Title
	Instructor
	Qtr / Yr
	Credits

	COM591
	Independent Research
	Philipsen
	AUT06
	5


D. Professional Development – Partially Completed as a Master’s Student

	Number
	Course Title 
	Instructor
	Qtr / Yr
	Credits

	COM594
	Grants and Funding
	Coutu
	AUT06
	1


E. Elective Courses

	Number
	Course Title
	Instructor
	Qtr / Yr
	Credits

	COM532
	Classical Rhetoric
	Ceccarelli
	AUT05
	5

	COM597
	Communicating Political Activism
	Bennett
	AUT05
	5

	COM555
	Political Deliberation
	Gastil
	WIN06
	5

	COM584
	Ways of Speaking
	Philipsen
	SPR06
	5


F. Pedagogical Training – Completed as a Master’s Student
G. General Exam Preparation (optional)
	COM
	Course Title
	Qtr/Yr
	Qtr/Yr
	Qtr/Yr
	Credits

	600
	General Exam Preparation
	AUT06
	WIN07
	WIN07
	15


Up to 15 credits of COM600 may be taken leading up to and during the quarter of the General Exams.  These are taken for credit/no credit only and do not count toward the required 45 post-master credits. Only students with UW Com MAs may apply 600 credits to their 30 post-master credit requirement.

H. Dissertation Credits (required)

	COM
	Course Title
	Qtr/Yr
	Qtr/Yr
	Qtr/Yr
	Credits

	800
	Dissertation Credits
	SPR07
	
	
	10

	800
	Dissertation Credits- fieldwork no credit
	AUT07
	WIN08
	SPR08
	0

	800
	Dissertation Credits
	AUT08
	WIN09
	SPR09
	30


Doctoral students must take a minimum of 27 credits of COM800 over at least 3 quarters.  No dissertation credits may be taken before or during the quarter of the General Exam.

I. Summary of Doctoral Program Credits

For UW Com MAs continuing with PhD:

Total Post-Master Credits (total sections B-G above) 

A minimum of 30 credits is required. Do not include any credits 

taken during MA coursework.






Total
36

Does the program have at least 25 post-master course credits in
 

Sections B, C and E?







Yes  
yes

Does the program have at least 60 credits total taken post-master?



Include sections B-H above, but do not include any 594 credits taken

during MA coursework.







Yes  
yes

Part VI:  Progress Targets

Estimated quarter and year of general exam: 
Winter 2007
Estimated quarter and year of dissertation proposal approval: 
Spring 2007
Estimated quarter and year of final exam (dissertation defense): 
Sprain 2009
Part VI:  Graduate Coursework by Quarter

A. Master’s Degree Coursework

List chronologically (by quarter/semester) the graduate courses you took for your master’s degree at the UW or elsewhere.  Give the course number, title, grade, credits, and instructor.  At the end of this section give the total number of credits taken for your master’s program. For example,

Autumn 2003

COM500
Communication Theory

5 credits
Warnick/Moy
--
COM577
Small Group Communication
5 credits
Gastil

--
COM596
Communication Pedagogy
1 credit

Moy

--
Winter 2004


COM501
Methods of Inquiry

5 credits
Manusov/Baldasty
--
COM513
Fieldwork Research

5 credits
Philipsen

--
COM595
Public Speaking Pedagogy
1 credit

Ceccarelli

--
COM596
Communication Pedagogy
1 credit

Moy


--
Spring 2004

COM502
Communication & Public Life
5 credits
Gastil

--
COM513
Fieldwork Research

5 credits
Philipsen
--
COM594
Professional Seminar: Writing
1 credit

Coutu

--
COM595
Public Speaking Pedagogy
1 credit

Ceccarelli
--
COM596
Communication Pedagogy
1 credit

Moy

--
Autumn 2004

COM515 
Rhetorical Criticism

5 credits
Jasinski

--
COM594
Professional Seminar: Careers
1 credit

Coutu

--
COM595
Public Speaking Pedagogy
1 credit

McGarrity
--
SOC589
Social Movements

3 credits
Minkoff
--
Winter 2005

COM584
Ways of Speaking

5 credits
Philipsen
--
COM700 
Masters Thesis


5 credits
Philipsen
--
Spring 2005

COM700
Masters Thesis


10 credits
Philipsen
--
Total master’s program credits: 66 credits

B.  Ph.D. Degree Coursework

Autumn 2005

COM532 
Classical Rhetoric


5 credits
Ceccarelli
--
COM594
Professional Seminar: Grants

1 credit

Coutu

--
COM597
Communicating Political Activism
5 credits
Bennett

--
Winter 2006

ANTH560
Discourse & Culture


5 credits
Bilanik

--
COM560
Political Deliberation


5 credits
Gastil

--
Spring 2006

COM527
International Research Methods

5 credits
Rivenburg
--
COM584
Ways of Speaking


5 credits
Philipsen
--
Autumn 2006

COM 591
Independent Study: Discursive Force
5 credits
Philipsen
--
COM600
General Exam Preparation

Winter 2007

COM600
General Exam Preparation

Spring 2007

COM800 
Dissertation 

Approval of prospectus by Spring 2007

Leave of absence (unless I have fieldwork funding that pays tuition) Sept 2007-August 2008

Autumn 2008

COM800 Dissertation 

Winter 2009

COM800 Dissertation

Spring 2009

COM800 Dissertation (defend by June)

Part VII:  Academic Work and Related Experience

Teaching


Stand-alone course


Introduction to Public Speaking (COM 220)



Interpersonal Communication (COM 270)


Lead Teaching Assistant



Public Debate (COM 234)
Conference Presentations


“Communication and commitment in small groups.”  National Communication Association, Chicago, IL, November 2004 (competitively selected paper). 


“‘The process- it’s where the magic is’: Group process and ideological commitment in Conversation Café.” International Communication Association, New York, NY, May 2005 (competitively selected paper).


“Seeking Community (and Conversation): An Ethnographic Study of Participant Orientation to Group Process in Conversation Cafes.” National Communication Association, Boston, MA, November 2005 (competitively selected panel).

“Voices of Organic Consumption: An Ethnographic and Rhetorical Exploration of Organic Consumption as Political Consumption."  International Communication Association, Dresden, Germany, to be presented June 2006 (competitively selected paper).

“Consumption as Environmental Ethic? Analyzing Appeals for Buying Local and Organic.”  National Communication Association, San Antonio, TX, to be presented November 2006.

“What constitutes deliberation? Norms and rules of deliberation expressed by jurors.”  National Communication Association, San Antonio, TX, to be presented November 2006.
Related Employment

Literature Review Contractor, “Painting the Landscape: A Cross-Cultural Exploration of Public-Government Decisionmaking.” International Association of Public Participation-Kettering Foundation, Spring 2006.


Research Assistant, Promoting Argumentation Through the Teaching of History and Science (PATHS), College of Education, Winter – Summer 2005.


Research Assistant, Corporate and Foundation Relations, Univ. of Washington, 2004- Winter 2006.

Service

Session Facilitator, TA Conference on Teaching and Learning, September 2005 


Student Officer, UW Communication Graduate Student Association, 2004


Volunteer, Research Mentor Center, 2003-present


Tutor, Center for Learning and Undergraduate Education (CLUE) for Introduction to Pubic Speaking, Autumn 2004


Mentor, New Graduate Student Orientation, 2004


Judge, Department of Communication Public Speaking Contest, Spring 2004, 2006
Part VIII:  Program of Study Approvals

A.  Supervisory Committee Approval

The undersigned supervisory committee members have reviewed this Program of Study and recommend a positive review by the Department of Communication Graduate Committee. 

Chair: 






Date






GSR:
 





Date






Member: 





Date






Member: 





Date






Member: 





Date




Member: 





Date




Important:  The GSR must also sign this document, and students should provide all members of the committee with a copy of the POS once filed.

B.  Graduate Committee Review


GPC Review (initials):



Date






Graduate Committee input:
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