Department of Communication

M.A. Thesis Prospectus Guidelines
General Guidelines
A prospectus is a chance for you to make certain that you, your chair, and your committee all understand and approve of the work you are about to undertake. The more detailed and precise the prospectus, the less chance there is for misunderstanding as you work on the thesis. 
Different committee chairs have different ideas for how many pages it takes to accomplish these tasks, and that also depends on the nature of the topic and the student’s progress to date. In general, a prospectus is between 10 and 30 pages, including tables and references. To make sure that they understand what is expected of them, students should discuss the prospectus with their chair.

Sample Prospectus Outlines
Having said that there are many models for the prospectus, here are two possible models that you and your chair may wish to consider:

Outline A
1. Title Page: title, name, date, chair, committee, etc. (1 page) 

2. Abstract: 100-200 word paragraph summarizing the prospectus. (1 page) 

3. Introduction: explains the purpose and significance of thesis and previews the prospectus. (2-3 pp.) 

4. Theory and Literature: reviews previous literature on the topic. (3-10 pp.) 

5. Research Questions: specifies the hypotheses or questions to be addressed in the thesis, stating clearly how these relate to and move beyond the existing literature. (2-4 pp.) 

6. Data and Methods: explains what methods you will employ to carry out your study. This includes a description of the texts, artifacts, or other data to be collected, how they will be obtained, and the methods that will be used to analyze them. (3-6 pp.) 

7. Chapter Outline: A brief paragraph-format outline of each chapter to appear in your thesis (1-2 pp.) 

8. References, Tables, etc. (2-5 pp.) 

9. Timeline: Indicates the date by which each portion of the thesis will be completed, including a date by which the final draft will be given to the chair. (1 page) 

Outline B
1. Title Page: title, name, date, chair, committee, etc. (1 page) 

2. Abstract: 100-200 word paragraph summarizing the prospectus. (1 page) 

3. Introduction: explains the exigency or need for an answer to a research question or questions. Introduces the ideas and concepts that readers will need to know about before they can understand and appreciate the author's analysis or criticism. (3-5 pp.) 

4. Justification: explains the challenge or unresolved problem to be addressed and why it is important. The justification introduces the theoretical framework of the study and provides a preview of why its findings will be significant. (3-5 pp.) 

5. Analysis: The product of a scholarly study is a set of claims or an argument (i.e., the conclusion). This is supported by whatever takes the form of evidence. It could be a textual reading, an ethnographic observation, readings of cultural texts, etc. This section will describe that portion of the thesis where its author does work that positions his or her readers to judge the study's claims or conclusions. (3-5 pp.) 

6. Chapter Outline: A brief outline of each chapter to appear in the thesis. (1-2 pp.) 

7. References to be used in the thesis. (2-4 pp.) 

8. Timeline: indicates the date by which each portion of the thesis will be completed, including a date by which the final draft will be given to the chair. (1 page) 

Other Suggestions
Here are a few other words of advice on the prospectus:

· If you intend to use previously collected data in your thesis, be sure that your chair and committee members believe that the data are of sufficient quality and relevance for thesis work. 

· If you will be doing empirical work, you should obtain approval from the Human Subjects Division [link] before collecting data (or analyzing data collected elsewhere). 

· If you intend to use archival data or other documents or artifacts that must be retrieved from off campus, be sure to allow time in your schedule for obtaining these items. It may be necessary to schedule travel or make data requests far in advance. 

· If you wish to see a useful model prospectus, you may request one from your chair or students who have already completed them. Prospectus authors are generally quite willing to share their writings with fellow students. 

· Refer to a style guide when writing your prospectus (e.g., APA, Chicago, MLA). Your chair may advise you on an appropriate guide. If you will eventually seek to publish your thesis, it may be expedient to learn the style used by the journals you are most likely to submit to in the future.

