Workflow for Department of Communication digital video cameras

By Kristina Courtnage Bowman (kriscb@uw.edu)
Pocket Video Cameras that record in AVI
Some of the Flip cameras

1. Save files to computer using built-in USB

2. Open Windows Movie Maker and File > Import

HD Pocket Video Cameras

Flip HD, Kodak Zi8 HD and others that record to MOV or MP4

Requires Adobe Media Encoder or other conversion software

To create AVI files for use with Windows Movie Maker (if using other video-editing software you might not need to convert your clips):

1. Save files to computer using built-in USB

2. Open Adobe Media Encoder

3. Click “Add” button

4. Select file to convert and hit Open

5. Click “Settings…”

6. Select desired settings (for example AVI) and click OK

7. Click “Start Queue”

8. Repeat for other clips

9. AVI clips may now be imported into Windows Movie Maker.

Working with DV/HDV tapes

Canon HDVCAM HV20, HV30, Sony DSR, Sony HDW, Sony CCD-TR500
Requires Firewire port

1. With tape in camera connect camera using firewire.

2. Turn on camera

3. Open Windows Movie Maker or another video-editing software

4. After computer has recognized device, click File > Capture Video.

5. Play footage using video camera and capture selected footage.

6. Click Finish when you have finished capturing. Movie Maker will encode your footage.

Tapeless workflow (AVCHD) 

Canon HDVCAM HF10 

Requires Adobe Premiere CS4 or other software that recognizes AVCHD format
1. Delete unnecessary files off the camera.

2. Connect camera via USB

3. Copy AVCHD folder to your computer  

4. Open Adobe Premiere CS4 (older versions will not work)
5. Open Window > Media Browser

6. Browse to the folder now containing your files.

7. (Optional) To preview a clip, double-click it in the Media Browser.

8. Drag clips from the Media Browser into the timeline or to the Project Window.
9. You can either export the timeline or, if you want to export the clips individually, select the clip in the project window > File > Export > Media. 
10. Select file type to export to (exp. Microsoft AVI). Use preset NTSC standard or widescreen as applicable. (Hint: A preview of your video will show up on the Output tab on the left.) Click Save.

11. The Adobe Media Encoder will open. Click “Start Queue.”

12. Remember that each minute of video will take 2-3 minutes to encode.

